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The catastrophe was thus averted for the day; and, in a
subdued atmosphere, the house proceeded with the rest of the
business. The next item was the election of the Secretariat and
the Executive. At that time, there were one General Secretary
and two 'dummy directors', that is, two more secretaries who
held that position nominally. To ensure uniformity and efficiency
of administration, it was proposed that there should be only one
post for the year ; and it was acceded to, without any opposition.

Two names were thereupon proposed for the post, and
both of them had excellent claims. One was Gopalakrishnayya
who had been till lately the General Secretary of the A. I. C. C.,
and the other was Mr. Sambamurty, who had been General
Secretary of the Gocanada Congress Reception Committee and
was an equally strenuous and self-efFacinga though not such a
brilliant worker as Gopalakrishnayya. But Sambamurty declined
the offer, in spite of great pressure from friends; and the field
was thus clear for the unopposed return of Gopalakrishnayya as
the sole Secretary*

But when it became inevitable that Gopalakrishnayya would
thus become the A. P. C. C. Secretary, the elders began to think,
and they made the house revert to the triple secretaryship idea.
And it was then decided to have three secretaries, instead of one.
It was a question not of efficiency now, but of personal equation-
Ing. If Sambamurty was there, one would suffice; but, with
Gopalakrishnayya as inevitable, there should be two more to tlag
the game.

Here, againa Providence provided a test- For the choice
of the tfcnee secretaries, three names were proposed, among whiefa
Gopalakrishnayya's was of course one. For a long time, there
were no other proposals; the president called for any more
mmes and rang the bell; but there were none. The time for
iaominations was over, and the president stood up to annotates
tife: tinopposed return of the three secretaries. But just at
tlkat time, Dr. P. S, hinted a few minutes adjournment; glided
H$> to Mr, Sambamurthy to request him to stand;
when he refused, Mr. A. K. (who had been thrice